In the most extended sense an odontomc may be defined as a neoplasm composed of dental tissues {enamel, dentine, and cementum), in varying proportions and different degrees of development, arising from tooth-germs, or teeth still in the process of groivth.
It is customary to restrict the term, at least from the clinical point of view, to those hard tumours found in the jaws, composed of fully developed enamel, dentine, cementum, or varieties of these tissues. Nevertheless, the careful observations made by several workers during the past few years render a recoil: ideration of the matter imperative; for ihc term .should apply not only to .solid dental tumours, but to certain cystic forms as well. This extension of the term is cf some importance, for we can then include several curious aberrations of tooth-development.
In the higher mammals three distinct parts arc concerned in the formation of a tooth :? i.
The enamel organ, derived from the surfacc epithelium.
r.
The dentine papilla. 3. The follicular wall, which, with the surrounding tissue, furnishes the cementum.
It would be obviously convenient if \vc could base a rigid classification of odontomas upon the embryologicaf history of a tooth, This method, which has been the one mainly adopted since its introduction by Broca in 1869, has not been attended with success. In the present essay I shall venture to classify odontomes in (our groups. The novelty of the method of classification proposed consists in including certain cystic formations and fibrous tumours of the jaws among odontomes. How far this course is justifiable will be seen bv the eWdence which will be placed before you. The accompanying table represents in a complete form the mode of classification suggested. One of the chief features in this proposed method of arranging these tumours is, that the mode of genesis of the odontome, as well as its structure, is taken into consideration.
CLASSIFICATION OF ODONTOMES.
A.
Aberrations of the Enamel Organ? No odontomes belonging to this group have been described in the human subject, and as far as our present knowledge extends, the only mammal in which they have been described is the elephant.
It is nccessary to draw attention to those large masses of osteo-dentine, which occur so frequently in the pulp of elephants' teeth, not only in the tusk, but also in the molars. These masses of secondary or osteo-dentine must not be regarded as odontomes, but as the direct result of inflammation of the pulp.
Small nodules of osteo-dentine are of frequent 
